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Hon. Mrs. President Arroyo,

The Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) is filled with concern about the most re-
cent killings in the Southern Philippines. As we learned from reliable sources, 50 civil-
ians were murdered by gunmen on their way to file the candidacy of Mr. Mangu-
dadatu in Maguindanao Province in Mindanao.

While our prayers and solidarity are with the families of the victims of this massacre,
we are outraged about this escalation of extra judicial violence. We share the distress
of the National Council of Churches in the Philippines that government action has
been rather reluctant. Two days after news of the carnage broke out, the suspected
mastermind has not been taken into custody. The EKD joins the public demand for
urgent action in order to find the perpetrators and bring them to court.

With our brothers and sisters we pray that peace and justice be given a chance in
Mindanao and elsewhere in the Philippines. Please stop the spiral of violence and set
up a clear action for disarmament of warlords and family clans. There is no way to
peace than peace itself.

Kind regards,

Q . a\.’. ('(&QA~QL
Bishop Martin Schindehitte
Head of the Department for Ecumenical Relations and Ministries Abroad
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Copies to:

Hon. Eduardo R. Ermita

Executive Secretary

Premier Guest House,

JP Laurel Street, San Miguel,

Manila 1005

Voice:+63 (2) 735-5359; +63 (2) 736-1076
Fax:+63 (2) 736-1010
erermita@op.gov.ph

Department of National Defense
Camp Emilio Aguinaldo

E. de los Santos Avenue
Quezon City NCR 1110

+63 (2) 911 6001 to 20
http://www.dnd.gov.ph
osnd@philonline.com

Department of Justice
DOJ Building

Padre Faura

Manila NCR 1004

+63 (2) 523 8481
http://www.doj.gov.ph
Email:info@doj.gov.ph

Department of Interior and Local Government(DILG)
Honorable RONALDO V. PUNO

Secretary

A. Francisco Gold Condominium Il

EDSA cor. Mapagmahal St., Diliman

Quezon City NCR 1104

(632) 925-0330; (632) 925-0332
rvpuno@dilg.gov.ph

Commission on Human Rights

Hon. Leila M. De Lima

Chairperson

SAAC Building, Commonwealth Avenue

UP Complex, Diliman,

Quezon City

Tel No. (632) 928-5655, (632)926-6188, (632)929-0102
email : atty delima@yahoo.com.ph
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